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University Centre Shrewsbury (UCS) is proud to play a role in the cultural life of 
Shropshire. Many of our events are free, and they are open to everyone.

Our public talks, conferences and study days span the five learning and research 
areas of UCS, which are aligned to local, regional and national needs:

• Medicine and Health;

• Sustainable Business and Community Development;

• Heritage and the Built Environment;

• Creativity, Culture and Place;

• Environmental Science and Technology.

Within these areas, subjects in our 2018 programme of events range from art and 
literature to history and trade.

We hope you find something of interest and look forward to welcoming you to UCS.
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JANUARY 
Saturday 20 Book Launch for The Boy Detective in Early 
British Children’s Literature

FEBRUARY
Friday 2 The Trial of Lord Alfred Douglas

Thursday 8 Shropshire Young Thinkers’ Competition 
2018 Awards Ceremony

Thursday 8 Soldiers in Love – Park Hall Camp, 
Oswestry, in World War Two

Saturday 10 University Centre Shrewsbury Visit Day

Sunday 11 Darwin Memorial Lecture
“I, The Geologist”: Charles Darwin’s First Career

Monday 12 The Evolution of Place Branding:  
A Darwinian Perspective

Tuesday 13 The Evolution of Education Conference

Saturday 17 Nobel Prize Roundtable: Kazuo Ishiguro

Thursday 22 Trends in the Medical/Healthcare Sector 
in China: The Business Opportunities Being Created 
and How to Take Advantage of Them

Friday 23 “How Arena 3 Saved My Life”: Lesbian 
Networking Before the Internet

MARCH
Thursday 8 Industrialisation and Urbanisation in China 
and their Environmental Consequences: The Business 
Opportunities for Cleantech and Environmental Technology 
Companies and How to Take Advantage of Them

Saturday 10 A Sci-Fi Extravaganza: 50 years of 
adapting Philip K Dick’s Do Androids Dream of Electric 
Sheep? Blade Runner and Beyond

Saturday 17 University Centre Shrewsbury Visit Day

Wednesday 21 to Thursday 22 Value from Waste 
Master Class Course

Saturday 31 A Study in Sidekicks: The Detective’s 
Assistant in Crime Fiction

APRIL
Saturday 14 The Textile Stories Study Day –  
Working Textiles: Textile Workers

Saturday 21 University Centre Shrewsbury Visit Day

Saturday 28 The Secret of the Sidelined Sleuth: 
Tracing Nancy Drew in the 21st Century

MAY
Friday 11 Astronomy Lecture by the Shropshire 
Astronomical Society

Wednesday 16 Revolutions in Art: Reality and 
Subterfuge in Painting French History

Saturday 26 Writing the Midlands: A Sense of Place in 
the Works of Mary Webb and Arnold Bennett

JUNE/JULY
Wednesday June 6 to Wednesday July 11 
Studying Women’s Writing: A Six-Week Course

Thursday June 7 University Centre Shrewsbury  
Open Evening

Monday June 11 The Eyes and Ears of the Royal Air 
Force – a History of The Royal Observer Corps and the 
part played by Shropshire

OCTOBER
Friday 12 Astronomy Lecture by the Shropshire 
Astronomical Society

Saturday 20 University Centre Shrewsbury Open Day

Thursday 25 The Anglo Afghan Wars from Victoria to 
the Present Day and My Short Visit to the Land

Wednesday 31 But, This Is No Place for Poets: Reflecting 
on the Literature and Art of the First World War

NOVEMBER

Thursday 15 The Power of Purpose and its 
Transformation of Business

DECEMBER
Wednesday 5 Why Conserve Rocks? What is 
Geoconservation?

Thursday 6 O Magnum Mysterium or… What Makes 
Christmas Music Christmassy!

Monday 10 Can Business Do Well by Doing Good? 
Victorian Values, 21st Century Demands and the Future 
of Capitalism

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
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JANUARY 2018
SATURDAY, JANUARY 20, 2pm to 3.30pm

BOOK LAUNCH FOR THE BOY DETECTIVE IN EARLY BRITISH 
CHILDREN’S LITERATURE
Dr Lucy Andrew

To launch her new book, The Boy Detective in Early British Children’s 
Literature: Patrolling the Borders between Boyhood and Manhood 
(Palgrave Macmillan, 2017), Dr Andrew will discuss her love of 
literature featuring boy detectives and share some of the discoveries 
she made about them while delving into the archives of the Bodleian 
Library. Her book maps the development of the boy detective in 
British children’s literature from the mid 19th to the early 20th century 
in ‘penny dreadfuls’ and story papers aimed at working-class boys. In 
particular, it examines the value of the fictional boy detective during 
this period as an ideological tool to condition boy readers to fulfil 
adult desires and expectations of what boyhood and, in the future, 
proper manhood should entail.

Background on speaker: Dr Andrew is a Lecturer in English Literature and Programme Leader of 
the English degree at University Centre Shrewsbury. Her research specialisms are in children’s and 
young adult literature and crime fiction – particularly children’s crime fiction. She has published 
on boy detectives, Veronica Mars, Harry Potter and supernatural detective fiction for young readers 
and is the co-editor of Crime Fiction in the City: Capital Crimes (University of Wales Press). She is also 
co-organiser of the Short Story Network, which focuses on the study of short fiction of the 19th and 
early 20th centuries.

Venue: Guildhall, Frankwell Quay, Shrewsbury SY3 8HQ
Admission: Free, but booking essential
To book: Go to www.ucshrewsbury.ac.uk/public-events

http://www.ucshrewsbury.ac.uk/public-events
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FEBRUARY 2018
FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 2, 7.30pm

THE TRIAL OF LORD 
ALFRED DOUGLAS
ONE OF THREE TALKS ORGANISED BY BACK 
IN TIME/SHREWSBURY LGBT (LESBIAN, GAY, 
BISEXUAL AND TRANSGENDER) HISTORY,  
TO MARK LGBT HISTORY MONTH 2018

Peter Scott-Presland and Andrew Lumsden

Peter Scott-Presland, Counsel for the Prosecution:  
“Lord Alfred Douglas was the single most 
disastrous thing to happen to LGBT+ Equality in 
the last 200 years – more destructive than Henry 
Labouchere, more sanctimonious than Mary 
Whitehouse, more vindictive than Section 28. 
By literally and metaphorically destroying both 
Oscar Wilde and that pioneer of gay liberation 
Robert Ross, Wilde’s first real boyfriend, he set us 
all back by at least 50 years.”

Andrew Lumsden, Counsel for the Defence:  
“In the 1890s Lord Alfred Douglas, not ‘Robbie’ 

Ross, was the recognisable pioneer of gay 
liberation. With his Two Loves he was the first 
male poet since Christopher Marlowe to make 
an unforgettable protest against the hetero-
normative. Douglas then suffered a catastrophic 
post-activist burn-out. Wilde refused to run for it 
in 1895 when a warrant was made for his arrest, 
resulting in his prison injuries and death, and Eire 
honours him for that brave defiance today.”

Members of the jury, what is your verdict? Guilty 
or not guilty?

Background on speakers: “I’ve always been 
obsessed with LGBT History. The first song I wrote, 
We Were In There, was about the Wilde Trial, the 
1920s Pansy Craze and the Stonewall Riots. I 
premiered it on May 23, 1972 in a very ugly beige 
frock in front of 200 drunken rugby players. There 
has been no looking back,” says Peter.

Peter has written and performed in many 
musicals and is the author of Amiable Warriors: 
The History of the Campaign for Homosexual 
Equality and its Times. 

Andrew was a national newspaper journalist in 
the 1960s to 1970s, working successively for the 
Daily Telegraph and The Times. Learning of the 
London-based (but country-wide) Gay Liberation 
Front (GLF) through a report in his own newspaper, 
Andrew became a participant. Later he was a 
co-founder of the seminal and hugely important 
fortnightly national newspaper/magazine, Gay 
News (1972-1983). He is still a gay activist. 

As a participant in GLF, Andrew recognises in Lord 
Alfred Douglas (1870-1945) the same fury that 
was in the activists of the GLF in in the 1970s.

Venue: Guildhall, Frankwell Quay, Shrewsbury 
SY3 8HQ
Admission: Free
To book: Go to www.shrewsburylgbthistory.org.uk

http://www.shrewsburylgbthistory.org.uk
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THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 8, 7.30pm

SOLDIERS IN LOVE – PARK 
HALL CAMP, OSWESTRY 
IN WORLD WAR TWO 
ONE OF THREE TALKS ORGANISED BY BACK IN 
TIME/SHREWSBURY LGBT HISTORY TO MARK 
LGBT HISTORY MONTH 2018

Mark Hignett, from Oswestry Town Museum

This presentation is based 
on numerous love letters 
between two servicemen, 
one of whom, Gilbert, 
(who later became a 
Bombardier), was stationed 
at Park Hall Camp near 
Oswestry during the 
Second World War.

The letters, found in a trunk in Brighton after 
Gilbert’s death in 2008, were purchased, on 
behalf of Oswestry Town Museum, over a period 
of time since 2013. Initially it seemed they were 
to Gilbert from a girlfriend, with the initial ‘G’. The 
letters date from 1938.

On transcribing the letters, it became clear 
that they were between two men: from 
Infantryman, Gordon to Gilbert. The letters are 
very eloquent. They reveal the way in which their 
love was constrained by the moral and legal 
circumstances of the day. The resolution of this 
story raises further routes of enquiry in California, 
where Gordon went to live in the 1950s.

Both the discovery of these very rare letters, 
the enquiries to confirm authenticity and the 

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 8, 6pm

SHROPSHIRE YOUNG 
THINKERS’ COMPETITION 
2018 AWARDS CEREMONY

This event will crown Shropshire’s Young 
Thinkers 2018, and kick-off the DarwIN 
Shrewsbury Festival, taking place from 
February 8 to 25 with a raft of new and 
exciting activities planned.

The winners will be chosen from hundreds 
of entries to a creative competition launched 
by University Centre Shrewsbury and Morris 
& Company to discover ‘one great idea to 
change the world’. 

With readings by finalists of their brilliant 
concepts, prizes and celebrations, this first 
event promises to be a spellbinding and 
emotional journey into the creative minds of 
the region’s young. 

Venue: Guildhall, Frankwell Quay, Shrewsbury 
SY3 8HQ
Admission: Free
To book: Go to  
https://shropshireyoungthinkersfinal.
eventbrite.co.uk

FEBRUARY 2018

https://shropshireyoungthinkersfinal.eventbrite.co.uk
https://shropshireyoungthinkersfinal.eventbrite.co.uk
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SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 10, 10am to 1pm

UNIVERSITY CENTRE 
SHREWSBURY VISIT DAY
This Visit Day will offer applicants an 
opportunity to find out everything they 
want to know about studying at University 
Centre Shrewsbury. 

You can also come along if you have a clear 
idea of what you would like to study but have 
not yet made an application.

As a tailored event it gives you a chance to tour 
UCS sites and facilities, as well as speak with 
academic and support staff, and students.

Venue: Guildhall, Frankwell Quay, Shrewsbury 
SY3 8HQ
Admission: Free, but booking essential
To book: Go to www.ucshrewsbury.ac.uk/
undergraduate/visit-us

FEBRUARY 2018
journey toward publishing a book have been 
hugely enriching to the Museum’s collection of 
materials relating to the Second World War.

Background on speaker: Mark is originally 
from Pontesbury and has a general interest in 
heritage and history which led to the opening of 
Oswestry Town Museum in 2012. He discovered 
the letters from Gordon Bowsher to Gilbert 
Bradley in 2013, he is involved in many heritage 
related projects and in addition, Mark and his 
wife are foster carers.

Venue: Guildhall, Frankwell Quay, Shrewsbury  
SY3 8HQ
Admission: Free
To book: Go to www.shrewsburylgbthistory.org.uk

http://www.ucshrewsbury.ac.uk/undergraduate/visit-us
http://www.ucshrewsbury.ac.uk/undergraduate/visit-us
http://www.shrewsburylgbthistory.org.uk


8

FEBRUARY 2018
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 11, 2.30pm

THE DARWIN MEMORIAL LECTURE 2018:   
“I, THE GEOLOGIST”: CHARLES DARWIN’S FIRST CAREER
PROMOTED BY THE FRIENDS OF SHREWSBURY MUSEUM AND ART GALLERY

SPONSORED BY UNIVERSITY CENTRE SHREWSBURY

Professor Martin Rudwick

Charles Darwin first 
became known in 
the scientific world 
as a promising young 
geologist. This gave 
him the intellectual 
framework for much of 
his biological work.

In this illustrated lecture, 
Prof Rudwick describes 
what Darwin did in 
his first career: from 
his earliest geological 

training while based in Shrewsbury; through his 
mind-expanding fieldwork in South America and 
the coral islands of the Pacific; to his ambivalent 
final fieldwork on the enigmatic Parallel Roads 
in Scotland, which coincided with the creative 
biological thinking that later culminated in On 
the Origin of Species.

This lecture is part of the DarwIN Shrewsbury 
Festival.

Background on speaker: Prof Rudwick’s 
own first career was as an evolutionary 
palaeontologist at Cambridge. Later he switched 
to the history of this and related sciences, 
which he taught successively at Cambridge, 
Amsterdam, Princeton and California. He has 
an international reputation and has published 
several books, most recently – and for the 
general reader – Earth’s Deep History (2014).

Venue: Walker Theatre, Theatre Severn
Admission: £12
To book: Go to www.theatresevern.co.uk/shows/
whatson/darwin-memorial-lecture-2018 

http://www.theatresevern.co.uk/shows/whatson/darwin-memorial-lecture-2018
http://www.theatresevern.co.uk/shows/whatson/darwin-memorial-lecture-2018
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FEBRUARY 2018
MONDAY, FEBRUARY 12, 7pm

THE EVOLUTION OF PLACE BRANDING: A DARWINIAN PERSPECTIVE
Professor Gary Warnaby

This event will explore the use of famous residents such as Charles 
Darwin to build the reputation of places.

This lecture is part of the DarwIN Shrewsbury Festival. 

Background on speaker: Prof Warnaby graduated in History from 
the University of Newcastle in 1983. After completing postgraduate 
studies in marketing, he spent a few years in stores management 
with BHS plc in a variety of locations across the UK before settling 
down into higher education in 1991 at the Manchester Metropolitan 
University Business School. He has since worked at the universities of 
Salford and Liverpool. His first professorial appointment was at the 
University of Manchester, and he recently returned to the Manchester 
Metropolitan University as Professor of Retailing and Marketing, based 
in the Institute of Place Management.

Prof Warnaby’s research interests focus on retailing and the marketing of places, with a particular 
emphasis on the urban context. He has published extensively in the areas of retailing and 
place marketing. Results from his research have been published in various academic journals 
in both the management and geography disciplines. He is also co-author of Relationship 
Marketing: A Consumer Experience Approach (Sage, 2010), Co-Editor of Rethinking Place Branding: 
Comprehensive Brand Development for Cities and Regions (Springer, 2015), and most recently Co-
Editor of Designing With Smell: Practices, Techniques and Challenges (Routledge, 2017).

Venue: Guildhall, Frankwell Quay, Shrewsbury SY3 8HQ
Admission: Free, but booking essential
To book: Go to www.ucshrewsbury.ac.uk/public-events

http://www.ucshrewsbury.ac.uk/public-events
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FEBRUARY 2018
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 13, 9.30am to 4pm

THE EVOLUTION OF 
EDUCATION CONFERENCE
Professor AC Grayling and Professor Tim Wheeler

Current practices in education are still often 
designed to prepare citizens for the industrial 
age, rather than for the needs and demands 
of the fourth industrial revolution. Educators 
who prepare students to solve predetermined 
problems are harking back to a world where 
stability, certainty, simplicity and clarity were 
assumed and valued. Educators are now having 
to work to a very different set of assumptions; 
that the world is volatile, uncertain, complex 
and ambiguous and, as such, that new ways of 
learning are required.

This conference will look to explore this 
uncertain future and what this means in terms 
of the skills, knowledge and understanding 
educators need to best facilitate, design, lead 
and co-construct learning. 

The increasingly wide range of settings in which 
learning takes place means that the focus of 
work is also increasingly context determined 
and relates directly to the conceptualisation of 
the learner. Forces such as globalisation and 
technological and cultural change often make it 
difficult to gauge exactly what it is that learners 
need to be learning and how educators are to be 
equipped to meet these needs in the classroom, 
work place and life. 

Among other questions this conference will seek to 
explore what teacher knowledge is of most worth 
for 21st century learning – what the role of the 
educator is as ‘expert’, not just of content but also 
of pedagogy and technology, acting as facilitators 
and designers of experiences that allow for the 
transformation of learners for the modern world.
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FEBRUARY 2018
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 17, 1.30pm to 3.30pm

NOBEL PRIZE ROUNDTABLE: 
KAZUO ISHIGURO
Dr Giulia Miller

This event offers a chance to discuss the 
works of Nobel Prize Laureate, Kazuo Ishiguro. 

Ishiguro won the 2017 Nobel Prize for 
Literature. The novelist was praised by the 
Swedish Academy as a writer “who, in novels 
of great emotional force, has uncovered 
the abyss beneath our illusory sense of 
connection with the world”.

His most famous novels, The Remains of the 
Day and Never Let Me Go were adapted into 
highly acclaimed films. 

He was also made an OBE (Officer of the 
Order of the British Empire) in 1995.

Background on speaker: Dr Miller is a 
Visiting Lecturer in English Literature and Film 
at University Centre Shrewsbury.

Venue: Guildhall, Frankwell Quay, 
Shrewsbury SY3 8HQ
Admission: Free, but booking essential
To book: Go to www.ucshrewsbury.ac.uk/
public-events

This is part of the wider DarwIN Shrewsbury 
Festival.

Background on speakers: Anthony Clifford 
Grayling is the Master of the New College of 
the Humanities, London, and its Professor of 
Philosophy, and the author of more than 30 
books of philosophy, biography, history of 
ideas, and essays. He is a columnist for Prospect 
magazine, and was for a number of years a 
columnist on the Guardian and Times. He has 
contributed to many leading newspapers in the 
UK, US and Australia, to BBC Radio 4, 3, 2 and 
the World Service, for which he did the annual 
‘Exchanges at the Frontier’ series, and he has often 
appeared on television. He has twice been a 
judge for the Booker Prize, in 2015 serving as the 
Chair of the judging panel. He is a Vice President 
of the British Humanist Association, a Fellow of 
the Royal Society of Arts, and a Fellow of the 
Royal Society of Literature.

Prof Wheeler was appointed Principal of 
University College Chester in 1998 and became 
the first Vice-Chancellor of the University of 
Chester in 2005. He has published more than 100 
articles, books and research reports in a diverse 
range of areas including psychopharmacology, 
dyslexia, communications and safety. He was 
formerly Deputy Chair of the Universities 
and Colleges Admissions Service (UCAS), 
was an executive member of the North West 
Regional Assembly and Chair of the North West 
Universities’ Association.

Venue: Guildhall, Frankwell Quay, Shrewsbury 
SY3 8HQ
Admission: Free, but booking essential
To book: Go to www.ucshrewsbury.ac.uk/
public-events

http://www.ucshrewsbury.ac.uk/public-events
http://www.ucshrewsbury.ac.uk/public-events
http://www.ucshrewsbury.ac.uk/public-events
http://www.ucshrewsbury.ac.uk/public-events
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FEBRUARY 2018
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 22, 6pm

TRENDS IN THE MEDICAL/HEALTHCARE SECTOR IN CHINA:  
THE BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES BEING CREATED AND HOW TO TAKE 
ADVANTAGE OF THEM 
Mark Schneider

Presently, the medical/health sector in China is undergoing a transformation in response to an 
ageing population, a middle class which is increasing in wealth and size and the opening up of 
the Chinese state to western medical technology and approaches. This event will explore the 
opportunities this provides for British companies.

Background on speaker: Mark has been involved in innovation and knowledge transfer for more 
than 20 years. During that time he has managed a number of complex projects and services, 
involving multi-partners and stakeholders in the UK, Europe and China. He has worked in the UK 
university sector, undertaking business development and knowledge transfer activities, worked 
with UK businesses, helping them to transfer their technology to Europe and China, and provided 
support and training to European universities interested in developing their commercial activities. 
He spent eight years in Luxembourg and Brussels delivering innovation and technology transfer 
support and training on behalf of the European Commission.

Since May 2013, he has been working with partners in China to help West Midlands organisations 
develop business, Research and Development and civic links with Chinese regions and cities. 
Much of this work has been financially supported by West Midlands local authorities and by the 
Directorate General for Regional and Urban Policy (DG REGIO).

Venue: Guildhall, Frankwell Quay, Shrewsbury, SY3 8HQ
Admission: Free, but booking essential
To book: Go to www.ucshrewsbury.ac.uk/public-events

http://www.ucshrewsbury.ac.uk/public-events
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FEBRUARY 2018
FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 23, 7.30pm

“HOW ARENA 3 SAVED MY LIFE”: LESBIAN NETWORKING BEFORE THE INTERNET
ONE OF THREE TALKS ORGANISED BY BACK IN TIME/SHREWSBURY LGBT HISTORY TO MARK LGBT 
HISTORY MONTH 2018

Jane Traies

In these days of Diva, dating 
sites and meet-ups, it’s easy 
to forget that as recently 
as 50 years ago, simply 
finding each other was a real 
challenge for lesbians. The 
arrival of the very first lesbian 
newsletter, Arena Three, in 
1964 was a quiet revolution. 

This talk draws on the oral testimonies of older 
lesbians whose lives were changed by this new 
contact with other women like themselves.

Background on speaker: Jane has been 
recording the experiences of the oldest 
generations of lesbians in the UK for several years 
now. Some of these stories feature in her book, 
The Lives of Older Lesbians: Sexuality, Identity and 
the Life Course (Palgrave Macmillan, 2016). She 
continues to collect the memories and opinions 
of women born before 1950 who identify as 
lesbian or bisexual, and her next project is to 
publish a collection of lesbian life-stories. Jane and 
some of her interviewees recently appeared in the 
short film Now You See Me (Esme Waldron, 2016).

Venue: Guildhall, Frankwell Quay, Shrewsbury  
SY3 8HQ
Admission: Free
To book: Go to www.shrewsburylgbthistory.org.uk

http://www.shrewsburylgbthistory.org.uk
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MARCH 2018
THURSDAY, MARCH 8, 6pm 

INDUSTRIALISATION AND 
URBANISATION IN CHINA AND THEIR 
ENVIRONMENTAL CONSEQUENCES: 
THE BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES FOR 
CLEANTECH AND ENVIRONMENTAL 
TECHNOLOGY COMPANIES AND HOW 
TO TAKE ADVANTAGE OF THEM
Mark Schneider

China has undergone massive levels of 
industrialisation and urbanisation in the last 20 years; 
both have had a dramatic impact on the country’s 
environment, particularly its water and air quality. The 
Chinese government recognises that these issues are 
having an impact on the economy and are likely to 
reduce growth and prosperity in the future. This event 
will explore the innovative solutions being sought and 
the opportunities this presents for British companies.

Background on speaker: Mark has been involved 
in innovation and knowledge transfer for more 
than 20 years. During that time he has managed a 
number of complex projects and services, involving 
multi-partners and stakeholders in the UK, Europe 
and China. He has worked in the UK university sector, 
undertaking business development and knowledge 
transfer activities, worked with UK businesses, 
helping them to transfer their technology to Europe 
and China and provided support and training to 
European universities interested in developing 

their commercial activities. He spent eight years in 
Luxembourg and Brussels delivering innovation and 
technology transfer support and training on behalf 
of the European Commission. 

Since May 2013 he has been working with partners 
in China to help West Midlands organisations 
develop business, Research and Development and 
civic links with Chinese regions and cities. Much of 
this work has been financially supported by West 
Midlands local authorities and by the Directorate 
General for Regional and Urban Policy (DG REGIO).

Venue: Guildhall, Frankwell Quay, Shrewsbury, 
SY3 8HQ
Admission: Free, but booking essential
To book: Go to www.ucshrewsbury.ac.uk/ 
public-events 

SATURDAY, MARCH 10, 1.30pm to 3.30pm

A SCI-FI EXTRAVAGANZA:  
50 YEARS OF ADAPTING PHILIP 
K DICK’S DO ANDROIDS DREAM 
OF ELECTRIC SHEEP? BLADE 
RUNNER AND BEYOND
Dr Giulia Miller

This event will look at Philip K Dick’s novel, 
published exactly 50 years ago, and its most 
recent cinematic adaptation, Blade Runner 2049.

Background on speaker: Dr Miller is a Visiting 
Lecturer in English Literature and Film at 
University Centre Shrewsbury.

Venue: Guildhall, Frankwell Quay, 
Shrewsbury, SY3 8HQ
Admission: Free, but booking essential
To book: Go to www.ucshrewsbury.ac.uk/
public-events
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MARCH 2018
SATURDAY, MARCH 17, 10am to 1pm 

UNIVERSITY CENTRE SHREWSBURY VISIT DAY
Visit Days offer applicants an opportunity to find out everything that they want to know about 
studying at University Centre Shrewsbury.

You can also come along if you have a clear idea of what you would like to study but have not yet 
made an application.

As a tailored event it gives you a chance to tour UCS sites and facilities, as well as speak with 
academic and support staff, and students.

Venue: Guildhall, Frankwell Quay, Shrewsbury, SY3 8HQ
Admission: Free, but booking essential
To book: Go to www.ucshrewsbury.ac.uk/undergraduate/visit-us

http://www.ucshrewsbury.ac.uk/undergraduate/visit-us
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MARCH 2018
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 21 – THURSDAY, MARCH 22, 
ALL DAY

‘VALUE FROM WASTE’
MASTER CLASS COURSE
Are you looking for new market opportunities?

This event, from the European Bioenergy 
Research Institute’s (EBRI) series of Master Class 
Courses, is hosted by the Centre for Research 
into Environmental Science and Technology 
(CREST), University Centre Shrewsbury. Designed 
by EBRI’s world-leading engineers and scientists, 
it provides exclusive content for entrepreneurs 
and business leaders covering the technical and 
commercial fundamentals of bioenergy and 
energy systems.

In March 2017, EBRI kicked-off its new series of 
the course which has been highly acclaimed by 
the local business community: 96% of attendees 
have rated it ‘excellent’ or ‘very good’.

Topics covered

• Technologies and feedstock
• Supply chains
• Business models
• Policy and incentives

Who should attend?

SME (Small and Medium Enterprise) business 
leaders and entrepreneurs in the West 
Midlands seeking:
• New opportunities in the bioeconomy 

marketplace including biomass, biorefining, 
bioenergy, biofuels and biobased products 
and services;

• Expert advice and guidance to help 
develop bioenergy solutions that are right 
for their organisation.

Venue: Guildhall, Frankwell Quay, Shrewsbury, 
SY3 8HQ
Admission: There will be no charge for eligible 
companies to attend this event. These are SME 
businesses located within the following West 
Midlands Local Enterprise Partnership (LEP) areas: 
Greater Birmingham and Solihull, Black Country, 
Coventry and Warwickshire, the Marches including 
Shropshire, and Stoke-on-Trent and Staffordshire
To book: Email bioenergy@aston.ac.uk or visit 
www.bioenergy-for-business.org

Are you looking for new 

market opportunities?

Shrewsbury, 21-22 March 2018 
Event hosted by the Centre for Research into Environmental Science  

& Technology, University Centre Shrewsbury, Guildhall, SY3 8HQ

EBRI’s series of Master Class Courses provides exclusive content for 

entrepreneurs and business leaders covering the technical and commercial 

fundamentals of bioenergy and energy systems.

In March 2017, EBRI kicked-off its new series of the Course which has been 
highly acclaimed by the local business community: 

96% of attendees have rated 

it ‘Excellent’ or ‘Very Good’.

VALUE FROM WASTE  

Master Class Course

mailto:bioenergy%40aston.ac.uk?subject=
http://www.bioenergy-for-business.org
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MARCH 2018
SATURDAY, MARCH 31, 1.30pm to 3.30pm 

A STUDY IN SIDEKICKS: THE 
DETECTIVE’S ASSISTANT IN 
CRIME FICTION
Dr Lucy Andrew and Sam Saunders

Join Lucy and Sam as they discuss their 
forthcoming research project, A Study in 
Sidekicks: The Detective’s Assistant in Crime Fiction, 
which will explore the significance of the 
sidekick across a wide range of crime narratives 
from the 19th century to the present day. 

Sam will consider the role of the reader 
operating as the sidekick figure in mid-Victorian 
‘detective literature’. The ‘narrator sidekick’, 
made famous by the narrator in Edgar Allan 
Poe’s C. Auguste Dupin short-stories (1841-45), 
was replaced by the reader in the mid-1800s, 
as the genre was designed to allow readers to 
experience the criminal. As disinterest in this 
grew towards the fin-de-siècle, the narrator-
sidekick began to reappear, in the form of 
characters such as Dr John Watson. 

Lucy will discuss the phenomenon of the 
boy sidekick, from Sherlock Holmes’s Baker 
Street Irregulars to Batman’s Robin, with 
particular emphasis upon contemporary texts 
which problematize these adult detective/
boy assistant relationships, such as Anthony 
Horowitz’s Sherlock Holmes novel The House of 
Silk (2011) and Frank Miller’s graphic novel, All-
Star Batman and Robin, the Boy Wonder (2005-8).

Background on speakers: Lucy is Lecturer 
in English Literature and Programme Leader 
of the English degree at University Centre 
Shrewsbury. Her research specialisms are 
in children’s and young adult literature and 

crime fiction and her first monograph, The 
Boy Detective in Early British Children’s Literature: 
Patrolling the Borders between Boyhood 
and Manhood was published by Palgrave 
Macmillan in 2017. She has also published on 
Veronica Mars, Harry Potter and supernatural 
detective fiction for young readers and is the 
co-editor of Crime Fiction in the City: Capital 
Crimes (University of Wales Press). 

Sam is a third-year PhD student at Liverpool 
John Moores University, where he is 
researching the role of the 19th century 
periodical press in the construction, evolution 
and reception of crime and detective fiction 
between 1861 and 1887. He has previously 
written for the British Association for Victorian 
Studies (BAVS), the Research Society for 
Victorian Periodicals (RSVP) and has articles 
awaiting publication with the Wilkie Collins 
Journal and Law, Crime and History, a special 
issue of which he is also currently co-editing. 

Venue: Guildhall, Frankwell Quay, Shrewsbury, 
SY3 8HQ
Admission: Free, but booking essential
To book: Go to www.ucshrewsbury.ac.uk/
public-events 

http://www.ucshrewsbury.ac.uk/public-events
http://www.ucshrewsbury.ac.uk/public-events
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SATURDAY, APRIL 14, 9.30am to 4pm 

THE TEXTILE STORIES STUDY DAY –  
WORKING TEXTILES: TEXTILE WORKERS
This Textile Stories Study Day, in 
collaboration with the Friends of 
the Flaxmill Maltings Visitor Centre, 
Shrewsbury, will explore textiles in 
relation to work, working people and 
working practices. Talks, displays, stalls and 
demonstrations will examine textiles from 
many different angles. From smocks, to 
tatting, to workers’ experiences in the Flax 
Mill, to the cotton mills of Manchester, 
the event will delve into many of the 
interesting ideas and histories associated 
with working with fabric. 

This will be the sixth Textile Stories Study 
Day to be organised by the English 
Department, at the University Chester, 
and is designed for anyone interested in 
textiles and their fascinating stories.

Venue: Guildhall, Frankwell Quay, 
Shrewsbury, SY3 8HQ
Admission: £25 including lunch and 
refreshments
To book: Go to: goo.gl/RcrvFm 
or https://storefront.chester.ac.uk 

APRIL 2018

This Textile Stories Study Day, in collaboration 
with the Friends of the Flaxmill Maltings Visitor 
Centre, Shrewsbury, will explore textiles in 
relation to work, working people and working 
practices. There will be talks, displays and 
demonstrations which will examine textiles 
from many different angles. From smocks, to 
tatting, to workers’ experiences in the Flax Mill, 
to the cotton mills of Manchester, the event 
will examine many of the interesting ideas and 
histories associated with working with fabric. 
This will be the sixth Textile Stories Study Day 
to be organised by the English Department, 
University Chester and is designed for anyone 
interested in textiles and their fascinating stories.

THE TEXTILE STORIES STUDY DAY 
WORKING TEXTILES: TEXTILE WORKERS

For further information contact Professor Deborah Wynne  
Email: d.wynne@chester.ac.uk or communications@ucshrewsbury.ac.uk  • Telephone 01743 297185 

To book a place please use the following link:
https://storefront.chester.ac.uk/index.php?main_page=product_info&cPath=6&products_id=335 

The Guildhall, University Centre 
Shrewsbury,  Frankwell Quay,  
Shrewsbury SY3 8HQ

Tickets: £25.00  
including lunch and refreshments

Saturday 14th April 2018, 9.30am – 4.00pm

There will be a variety stalls  
selling textile products, along  

with demonstrations  
and information areas.

https://storefront.chester.ac.uk/index.php?main_page=product_info&cPath=6&products_id=335
https://storefront.chester.ac.uk
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APRIL 2018
SATURDAY, APRIL 21, 10am to 1pm 

UNIVERSITY CENTRE SHREWSBURY VISIT DAY
Visit Days offer applicants an opportunity to find out everything that they want to know about 
studying at University Centre Shrewsbury.

You can also come along if you have a clear idea of what you would like to study but have not yet 
made an application.

As a tailored event it gives you a chance to tour UCS sites and facilities, as well as speak with academic 
and support staff, and students.

Venue: Guildhall, Frankwell Quay, Shrewsbury, SY3 8HQ
Admission: Free, but booking essential
To book: Go to www.ucshrewsbury.ac.uk/undergraduate/visit-us 

http://www.ucshrewsbury.ac.uk/undergraduate/visit-us
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APRIL/MAY 2018
SATURDAY, APRIL 28, 1pm to 4pm 

THE SECRET OF THE SIDELINED 
SLEUTH: TRACING NANCY DREW 
IN THE 21ST CENTURY
Dr Lucy Andrew

In this interactive session, 
Dr Andrew will take you 
on a journey through the 
history of the world’s most 
famous girl sleuth, Nancy 
Drew, with particular 
emphasis on Nancy’s 21st 

century incarnations and some of the radical 
transformations she has undergone during this 
period. Alongside a lecture session, there will 
be an opportunity for you to discuss your own 
experiences and memories of Nancy Drew, plus 
a workshop session engaging Nancy Drew texts 
from various eras. Nancy Drew fans are most 
welcome to bring along their own texts and 
memorabilia to share with the group.

Background on speaker: Dr Andrew is Lecturer 
in English Literature and Programme Leader of the 
English degree at University Centre Shrewsbury. 
Her research specialisms are in children’s and young 
adult literature and crime fiction and her first 
monograph, The Boy Detective in Early British Children’s 
Literature: Patrolling the Borders between Boyhood and 
Manhood was published by Palgrave Macmillan in 
2017. She has also published on Veronica Mars, Harry 
Potter and supernatural detective fiction for young 
readers and is the Co-Editor of Crime Fiction in the 
City: Capital Crimes (University of Wales Press).

Venue: Guildhall, Frankwell Quay, Shrewsbury, 
SY3 8HQ
Admission: Free, but booking essential
To book: Go to www.ucshrewsbury.ac.uk/
public-events 

FRIDAY, MAY 11, 8pm 

ASTRONOMY LECTURE 
BY THE SHROPSHIRE 
ASTRONOMICAL SOCIETY
The Shropshire Astronomical Society is a 
county-wide group for anyone interested in 
astronomy, star-gazing or space exploration. 

More details on this event are to follow – keep 
an eye on www.facebook.com/SASAstroSoc.

Venue: Guildhall, Frankwell Quay, 
Shrewsbury, SY3 8HQ
Admission: TBC
To book: TBC 

http://www.ucshrewsbury.ac.uk/public-events
http://www.ucshrewsbury.ac.uk/public-events
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MAY 2018
WEDNESDAY, MAY 16, 1pm 

REVOLUTIONS IN ART: REALITY 
AND SUBTERFUGE IN PAINTING 
FRENCH HISTORY
Professor Claire Griffiths

This lecture 
focuses on French 
history as told 
through images.

From Napoleon 
to Macron, the 
French state has 
manipulated its 
public image 
through visual 
media. At the 
beginning of the 

19th century, this was exemplified by a series 
of paintings illustrated here in Jacques-Louis 
David’s depiction of Napoleon crossing the 
Alps. In the 21st century, the opportunities to 
shape how history will remember our leaders 
are subject to the constant flow of visual images 
that travel the globe in seconds. While this 
marks a fundamental shift in modes of visual 
communication, beyond the passage of time 
one law remains; all is not as it appears. 

Background on speaker: Claire is Professor 
of French and Francophone Studies at the 
University of Chester.

Venue: Guildhall, Frankwell Quay, Shrewsbury, 
SY3 8HQ
Admission: Free, but booking essential
To book: Go to www.ucshrewsbury.ac.uk/ 
public-events 

SATURDAY, MAY 26, 10am to 4pm 

WRITING THE MIDLANDS: 
A SENSE OF PLACE IN THE 
WORKS OF MARY WEBB AND 
ARNOLD BENNETT
This study day will explore the work of two 
writers who found inspiration in very different 
regions of the Midlands. Arnold Bennett (1867-
1931) transformed the Potteries in Staffordshire 
into ‘the Five Towns’ in major novels such 
as Anna of the Five Towns and Clayhanger. 
He depicted characters whose lives were 
enmeshed in the industrial landscape. Mary 
Webb (1881-1927) wrote novels based on rural 
Shropshire, including Precious Bane and Gone 
to Earth. Her characters are also profoundly 
shaped by the landscape in which they live. 

Writing the Midlands: A Sense of Place in the 
Works of Mary Webb and Arnold Bennett will 
offer talks and opportunities for discussion. This 
event is open to everyone who would like to 
find out more about these fascinating writers. 

Background on speakers: The speakers are: 
Dr Gladys Mary Coles, President of the Mary 
Webb Society; Dr Leslie Powner, Chairman of 
the Arnold Bennett Society; Dr Giulia Miller, a 
Visiting Lecturer in English Literature and Film 
at University Centre Shrewsbury, and Naomi 
Walker, a PhD student researching the work of 
the Shropshire women writers, Mary Webb and 
Mary Cholmondeley.

Venue: Guildhall, Frankwell Quay, 
Shrewsbury, SY3 8HQ
Admission: £25 including lunch and refreshments
To book: Go to: goo.gl/swqps4 or  
https://storefront.chester.ac.uk 

http://www.ucshrewsbury.ac.uk/public-events
http://www.ucshrewsbury.ac.uk/public-events
https://storefront.chester.ac.uk/index.php?main_page=product_info&cPath=6&products_id=717
https://storefront.chester.ac.uk
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JUNE/JULY 2018

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 6, 13, 20 AND 27, 
WEDNESDAY, JULY 4 AND 11, 11am to 4pm  
(Morning Sessions: 11am to 1pm; Afternoon Sessions: 
2pm to 4pm)

STUDYING WOMEN’S WRITING: 
A SIX-WEEK COURSE 
This course is open to anyone interested in 
exploring the work of women writers from 
the early 19th century to the present. Among 
the texts studied will be Jane Austen’s Pride 
and Prejudice; Emily Brontë’s poetry; George 
Eliot’s Middlemarch; Jean Rhys’s Wide Sargasso 
Sea; Angela Carter’s The Magic Toyshop; Caryl 
Churchill’s Top Girls and Hilary Mantel’s Bring Up 
the Bodies. Students will have the opportunity to 
submit a piece of coursework at the end of the 
course. A full programme and reading list will be 
available in Spring 2018. Bookings can be made 
for the whole course or for individual sessions. 

Background on speakers: The course will 
be taught by a range of experienced tutors, 
including Professor Deborah Wynne; Dr Lucy 
Andrew; Jen Davis; Katie Baker; Kimberley 
Braxton and Dr Giulia Miller.

Venue: Guildhall, Frankwell Quay, Shrewsbury, 
SY3 8HQ
Admission: £130 for 12 sessions; £15 per 
individual session
To book: Go to goo.gl/uN1CN2 or  
https://storefront.chester.ac.uk 

THURSDAY, JUNE 7, TIME TBC

UNIVERSITY CENTRE 
SHREWSBURY OPEN EVENING
Open Evenings provide an opportunity for 
prospective students to visit University Centre 
Shrewsbury before submitting an application. 
You will be able to speak with staff and 
students, and explore our sites and facilities.

Venue: Guildhall, Frankwell Quay, 
Shrewsbury, SY3 8HQ
Admission: Free, but booking essential
To book: Go to www.ucshrewsbury.ac.uk/
undergraduate/visit-us 

https://storefront.chester.ac.uk/index.php?main_page=index&cPath=35
https://storefront.chester.ac.uk
http://www.ucshrewsbury.ac.uk/undergraduate/visit-us
http://www.ucshrewsbury.ac.uk/undergraduate/visit-us
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JUNE/JULY 2018
MONDAY, JUNE 11, 1pm

THE EYES AND EARS OF THE ROYAL 
AIR FORCE – A HISTORY OF THE 
ROYAL OBSERVER CORPS AND THE 
PART PLAYED BY SHROPSHIRE
Mike Bradbury

The Royal Air Force’s Royal Observer Corps (ROC) has 
had a wide and varied existence. Being formed in 
1925 as The Observer Corps, its history can be dated 
back to the days of the Spanish Armada and the use 
of beacons (or bekyns) to warn of invaders by sea. It 
is due to this history that the Elizabethan firelighter 
for such beacons is used on the badge of the ROC 
and is still in use today by the ROC Association.

Throughout its 70-years’ existence it has seen a 
number of changes, which will be discussed in 
this lecture. During the Second World War it was 
the ‘eyes and ears of the RAF’ in providing spotting 
and plotting of enemy aircraft; whilst later the 
Corps’ role changed to encompass a new role of 
the warning of potential nuclear attack from the 
Soviet Union and monitoring of nuclear fallout 
during the Cold War.

The main body of ROC members was stood down 
in 1991, with the final stand-down of members 
from Nuclear Reporting Cells in 1995.

Shropshire played an important part in its 
heritage, including posts across the county 
feeding information into Ops Rooms at Group 
Headquarters in Shrewsbury.

Background on speaker: Mike was born into a 
farming family at the Bridge Farm, Stapleton, just 
south of Shrewsbury in 1938 and educated at 
Dorrington CE School, and later Church Stretton 
Secondary Modern School. On leaving school he 
worked with his father on their farm. At the age 

of 18, he registered for National Service, with the 
RAF. He later joined the Royal Observer Corps on 
16 Group Golf Three Dorrington post, over the 
next four years gaining promotion to become the 
Chief Observer (Sergeant in the RAF). This post 
was closed in a reorganisation of the ROC in 1968 
and Mike was posted to 16 Group Echo One Post 
Bomere Heath. In 1971, he gained promotion to 
the rank of Observer Officer (Pilot Officer in RAF), 
a rank he held until the Royal Observer Corps 
was stood down. Being a founder member of 
the Royal Observer Corps Association, he is now 
treasurer and standard bearer.

Venue: Guildhall, Frankwell Quay, Shrewsbury, 
SY3 8HQ
Admission: Free, but booking essential
To book: Go to www.ucshrewsbury.ac.uk/ 
public-events 

http://www.ucshrewsbury.ac.uk/public-events
http://www.ucshrewsbury.ac.uk/public-events
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FRIDAY, OCTOBER 12, 8pm

ASTRONOMY LECTURE 
BY THE SHROPSHIRE 
ASTRONOMICAL SOCIETY
The Shropshire Astronomical Society is a 
county-wide group for anyone interested in 
astronomy, star-gazing or space exploration. 

More details on this event are to follow – keep 
an eye on www.facebook.com/SASAstroSoc.

Venue: Guildhall, Frankwell Quay, 
Shrewsbury, SY3 8HQ
Admission: TBC
To book: TBC 

OCTOBER 2018
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 20, 10am to 3pm 

UNIVERSITY CENTRE 
SHREWSBURY OPEN DAY
This Open Day will provide an opportunity for 
prospective students to visit University Centre 
Shrewsbury before submitting an application. You 
will be able to speak with staff and students, and 
explore our sites and facilities.

Venue: Guildhall, Frankwell Quay, Shrewsbury,  
SY3 8HQ
Admission: Free, but booking essential
To book: Go to www.ucshrewsbury.ac.uk/
undergraduate/visit-us 

http://www.ucshrewsbury.ac.uk/undergraduate/visit-us
http://www.ucshrewsbury.ac.uk/undergraduate/visit-us
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OCTOBER 2018

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 25, 1pm 

THE ANGLO AFGHAN WARS FROM 
VICTORIA TO THE PRESENT DAY 
AND MY SHORT VISIT TO THE LAND
Lt Col Richard Jones

In this talk, Lt Col Jones offers a brief overview 
of the Anglo Afghan Wars, covering the British 
involvement in Afghanistan since the 1850s to the 
present day, and his experiences during his tour. 

Background on speaker: In August 2003, after being 
promoted to Major in the Territorial Army, Lt Col 
Jones, along with a large proportion of his Company, 
was mobilised and deployed to Afghanistan on a 
six-month tour of duty in Kabul. Whilst there, he 
was stationed in Camp ISAF and joined the Liaison 
Officers’ Team. His role was liaison with the UN and 
the Disarmament Teams. Due to experience with 
West Mercia Police, he was also responsible for 
liaison with the Afghan Police. His Company later 
joined the Patrols Unit at Camp Souter and was 
responsible for patrols and intelligence gathering in 
the Kabul area. On return from Afghanistan in March 
2004, he resumed a role as Company Commander E 

Company before moving to Regimental Second in 
Command of the West Midlands Regiment stationed 
at Wolverhampton.

Lt Col Jones’ military career began when he 
attended the Royal Military Academy Sandhurst in 
1989, where he was commissioned and won the 
Sandhurst Best Officer Cadet at the age of 19. 

He has served as a Platoon Commander with the 
Princess Mary’s Own Ghurkha Rifles, during which 
time he was stationed in Hong Kong and in Borneo, 
and with the 2nd Battalion Light Infantry on an 
Operational Tour in Dungannon, Northern Ireland. 

He has also worked in agriculture and in West 
Mercia Police Force he held various appointments 
in both CID and uniform, including running a 
15-strong Police Unit of Response and Armed 
Response Police Officers.

In addition, he has undertaken a six-year night 
school degree course in History and Humanities 
and has a Master’s in War Studies.

Venue: Guildhall, Frankwell Quay, Shrewsbury, SY3 8HQ
Admission: Free, but booking essential
To book: Go to www.ucshrewsbury.ac.uk/
public-events 

http://www.ucshrewsbury.ac.uk/public-events
http://www.ucshrewsbury.ac.uk/public-events


26

OCTOBER 2018
WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 31, 10am to 4.15pm 

BUT, THIS IS NO PLACE FOR 
POETS: REFLECTING ON THE 
LITERATURE AND ART OF THE 
FIRST WORLD WAR
This study day, a collaboration between 
University Centre Shrewsbury, the Wilfred Owen 
Association and Shrewsbury Bookfest, will focus 
on the literature and art of the First World War. 
The talks include: 

• Women Poets of the First World War by Robyn 
Marsack, Director of the Scottish Poetry Library 
from 2000 to 2016. She is Editor of Edmund 
Blunden’s Selected Poems for Carcanet Press 
(1982) and has edited Edmund Blunden’s 
selected war prose Fall In, Ghosts (Carcanet 
Press, 2014).

• The Women Artists of the First World War by 
Claire Brenard, an Art Curator at Imperial War 
Museum since 2012. She has curated Visions of 

War Above and Below (2015) and Architecture 
of War (2013).

• The Lasting Influence of Wilfred Owen by 
Adrian Barlow, a former Director of Public and 
Professional Programmes at the University 
of Cambridge Institute of Continuing 
Education. His publications include World 
and Time: Teaching Literature in Context 
(CUP) and Extramural: Literature and Lifelong 
Learning (Lutterworth). He has written and 
lectured extensively on the literature and the 
memorialisation of the Great War.

Venue: Guildhall, Frankwell Quay, Shrewsbury, 
SY3 8HQ
Admission: £28 to include all talks, tea/coffee on 
arrival, lunch and tea
To book: www.ticketsource.co.uk/ 
shrewsbury-bookfest 

https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/shrewsbury-bookfest
https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/shrewsbury-bookfest
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NOVEMBER 2018
THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 15, 6pm 

THE POWER OF PURPOSE AND ITS 
TRANSFORMATION OF BUSINESS
John O’Brien MBE

The most significant 
non-technological 
development in business 
and society this century 
will be purpose. This 
is the message from 
John O’Brien’s book 
The Power of Purpose, 
which details proven 
rationale, techniques 
and messages of how 
businesses of all sizes 
and scale can create 
long-lasting sustainable 

success. John’s unique insights come from 
working with and interviewing leaders from the 
likes of Virgin, LEGO, Unilever and lesser known 
businesses. John will share the insights capable 
of inspiring teams, engaging teams and winning 
customers and which have made him one of 
the leading experts in ethical based purpose, 
advising such businesses globally.

Background on speaker: John was born, 
educated and still lives in Shropshire but after 
10 years as a British Army infantry officer, has 
spent 24 years creating a highly-regarded 
reputation in ethical purpose, corporate social 
responsibility, philanthropy and mass public 
campaigning. 

He splits his time between Shropshire and 
leading activities based out of London and 

New York as a partner of ONEHUNDRED, the 
purpose agency of US global marketing giant 
Omnicom. Prior to this, he spent seven years 
creating his own purpose agency and a decade 
before that was The Prince of Wales’s personal 
Director of Programmes at the charity, Business 
in the Community. There, alongside various 
UK responsibilities, he created programmes 
covering 20 countries and on leaving in 2010, 
John was asked by His Royal Highness to 
continue to act as a personal representative on 
several key interests. 

John is an active philanthropist, having 
founded the Jubilee Hour, recognised by the 
UK government as the largest mobilisation of 
volunteering since the Second World War, with 
more than two million participants. He also 
co-founded the ‘Remember WW1’ part of the 
Government’s commemorative activities and is 
patron, trustee and supporter of a variety of UK 
charities. Alongside this John has published two 
books, the latest being The Power of Purpose by 
Pearson, which combines his and his co-author’s 
experience with insights from interviews with 
more than 60 renowned leaders including 
Sir Richard Branson, Paul Polman, Dame Cilla 
Snowball and Dame Inga Beale.

He is a regular speaker and panellist and was 
made a member of the most Excellent Order of 
The British Empire in Her Majesty The Queen’s 
2017 Birthday Honours list for his contribution to 
various charitable endeavours.

Venue: Guildhall, Frankwell Quay, Shrewsbury, 
SY3 8HQ
Admission: Free, but booking essential
To book: Go to www.ucshrewsbury.ac.uk/ 
public-events 

http://www.ucshrewsbury.ac.uk/public-events
http://www.ucshrewsbury.ac.uk/public-events


28

DECEMBER 2018
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 5, 6pm 

WHY CONSERVE ROCKS? WHAT IS 
GEOCONSERVATION?
Professor Cynthia Burek

Have you ever thought that rocks need conserving 
and looking after? If not, this is the lecture for 
you. Come and see why rocks, and indeed all 
geodiversity, is so important to us. Geoconservation 
is the newest of the conservation sciences and falls 
way beneath the public consciousness of biological, 
historical or archaeological conservation. Prof Burek 
will explain and discuss why this is.

Background on speaker: Cynthia is the only 
Professor of Geoconservation in the world and 
has published extensively on this topic. She is a 
Professor at the University of Chester and teaches on 
the conservation and forensic modules. She is also 
Director of the UNESCO GeoMon Anglesey Geopark 
and serves on the English Geodiversity Forum. 

Prof Burek takes an active role in raising 
public awareness of geoconservation, having 
appeared on several TV programmes including 
BBC Coast and being interviewed on the radio 
both in the UK and in New Zealand. She has 
recently completed a Heritage Lottery Fund 
project on Saltscape, the salt area of Cheshire 
underlying the Northwich to Nantwich area, 
has been instrumental in designating for 
conservation purposes nine further sites in the 
area as well as producing town and graveyard 
geodiversity trails. She also actively protects 
rock habitats such as limestone pavements 
and has several PhD students engaged on 
conservation issues. She is also an expert on 
women in science.

Venue: Guildhall, Frankwell Quay, Shrewsbury,  
SY3 8HQ
Admission: Free, but booking essential
To book: Go to www.ucshrewsbury.ac.uk/ 
public-events 

http://www.ucshrewsbury.ac.uk/public-events
http://www.ucshrewsbury.ac.uk/public-events
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DECEMBER 2018
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 6, 1pm 

O MAGNUM MYSTERIUM OR…  
WHAT MAKES CHRISTMAS MUSIC CHRISTMASSY!
Professor Darren Sproston

There is a wealth of music associated with Christmas – music which we perform, 
music we listen to and music we merely absorb, but there is no doubt that music 
has an enormous impact on what makes the festive season festive. This lecture 
will explore the well-known, the obscure, the obvious and the ambiguous in the 
quest to discover what it is about Christmas music that makes it Christmassy.

Background on speaker: Prof Sproston was born in Stafford and while studying 
at the University of Sheffield was awarded the Phillip John Lord Composition 
Prize, and the Mrs Stewart Blake Dissertation Prize. He continued his studies under 
Professor David Harold Cox and obtained his Master of Music in composition and 
musicology with distinction. He then became the first student to be awarded a 
Doctor of Philosophy in original composition from the University of Sheffield.

Prof Sproston has been working as an educator for in more than 25 years and, as a Head of 
Department in Higher Education for more than 15 years across University and Conservatoire sectors. 
He is currently Professor of Music and Director of the School of Arts and Media at the University 
of Chester. His sustained commitment to effective strategic leadership in academic practice and 
development, leading to high quality student learning was recognised nationally in 2016 by being 
made a Principal Fellow of the Higher Education Academy.

Prof Sproston has composed in a number of genres and styles. His music has been performed as far 
afield as Moscow and by performers such as the English Serenata, Northern Saxophone Quartet and 
Rhodri Davies. His electroacoustic work Seven, was commissioned and performed by the ensemble 
n.one as a part of FuseLeeds 09. Prof Sproston’s principal areas of musicological research have been 
examining the serial techniques of Stravinsky and Gerhard and he has presented papers both 
nationally and internationally in these areas. Chapters on this latter composer have recently appeared 
in Essays on Roberto Gerhard and The Roberto Gerhard Companion.

Venue: Guildhall, Frankwell Quay, Shrewsbury, SY3 8HQ
Admission: Free, but booking essential
To book: Go to www.ucshrewsbury.ac.uk/public-events 
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MONDAY, DECEMBER 10, 1pm 

CAN BUSINESS DO WELL BY DOING GOOD? VICTORIAN VALUES,  
21ST CENTURY DEMANDS AND THE FUTURE OF CAPITALISM
Andrew Hill

Background on speaker: Andrew is an Associate Editor and 
Management Editor of the Financial Times (FT). He writes a weekly 
column on business, strategy and management. His book Leadership in 
the Headlines was published in 2016.

Since joining the FT in 1988, Andrew has worked in various roles, 
including: Editor of the daily Lombard column on British business and 
finance; Financial Editor; Comment and Analysis Editor; New York Bureau 
Chief; Foreign News Editor, and correspondent in Brussels and Milan.

He was named Business Commentator of the Year 2016 in the Editorial Intelligence Comment Awards 
and Best Commentator at the 2009 Business Journalist of the Year Awards, where he also received the 
Decade of Excellence award for sustained achievement in business and financial journalism.

Andrew is a trustee and Chair of The Blueprint Trust, the charity behind Blueprint for Better Business, 
which supports and challenges business to be a force for good. He is also a trustee of The Ruskin 
Foundation, responsible for the UK’s largest archive of material relating to the life and work of John 
Ruskin, the Victorian art and social critic. 

He studied at Shrewsbury School from 1978-83.

Venue: Guildhall, Frankwell Quay, Shrewsbury, SY3 8HQ
Admission: Free, but booking essential
To book: Go to www.ucshrewsbury.ac.uk/public-events

DECEMBER 2018

http://www.ucshrewsbury.ac.uk/public-events
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